can be recommended strongly to anyone interested in the modern treatment of neoplastic diseases. JOHN C. MARSH THE TREATMENT OF HODGKIN'S DIsEAsE. By E. Anglesio. New York, Springer-Verlag New York, Inc., 1969. xii, 75 pp. $6.00. This monograph presents a discussion of the current concepts of clinical and pathological classification of Hodgkin's disease, approaches to therapy and clinical management. Among the advantages of the presentation are the excellent compilations of the classifications of the disease and tabulations of results achieved to date with regard to therapy and survival. While the author has carefully reviewed the pertinent material, his comments and conclusions are inexplicable in many instances. Examples include the recommendation for radical surgery in early or focal disease. None of the surgical series is a randomized prospective study nor do the majority include an adequate number of cases for statistical validity to warrant the author's recommendation. In presenting Kaplan's results with radical radiotherapy, there is an excellent reproduction of data showing the superiority of radical versus conventional radiotherapy. The author comments nevertheless that conventional therapy is "fairly satisfactory !"
The scheme for radiotherapy of Stage I is reasonable, but the method employed is not that of most centers utilizing the radical approach in this country. For Stage III disease the plan seems less comprehensible since it involves treatment of involved but not adjacent areas. If it is intended to be "curative," there is inadequate therapy for adjacent areas. If it is intended to be palliative, it would be unnecessary to treat asymptomatic although involved areas.
The discussion of chemotherapy consists of general comments regarding efficacy and toxicity without a well defined analysis of comparative responses derived from objective assessment. A few opinions are cited without data to support the claims.
In presenting clinical problems in the management of the disease, there are references to the immunological studies of patients with Hodgkin's disease, but no description of the specific immunologic status. Extra-nodal Hodgkin's disease as a specific entity also appears to have been neglected. In summary, this monograph provides an interesting review of some advances in Hodgkin's disease. heavily on thorough knowledge of the structure of the nervous system, and of the relationships between structure and function. Dr. Brodal's work represents an authoritative exposition of these relationships. The present edition is a thorough revision of the original book, published in English in 1946. Comparison of the two volumes provides a striking picture of the advances in neuroanatomy and neurophysiology made over the past two decades. The new edition contains a truly remarkable wealth of material, and this is presented in concise and readable form. An introductory chapter on modern methods in neuroanatomy is followed by eleven chapters on the various functional systems of the mammalian brain. The emphasis is on those aspects of neuroanatomy that are of importance for the understanding of function. The connections between different nuclear masses are described in detail. The author leans heavily on results of silver impregnation studies of degenerating fibers in animals with experimental brain lesions. However, these findings are supplemented by observations made on human brains, where these are available. Relevant electrophysiologic investigations are cited whenever it is possible to correlate these with the anatomy. Each chapter ends with a discussion of disturbances in function of the system under discussion, with emphasis on disease states in which clinical-anatomical correlations are possible. Statements made in the text are documented by almost 2,000 literature references, with considerable emphasis on papers published during the past decade. The book therefore provides an excellent introduction to the recent neuroanatomy literature.
Dr. Brodal has utilized recent anatomical and physiological findings in a critical reappraisal of some of the concepts long held in neurology. He points out the artificial nature of such distinctions as the "pyramidal" versus the "extrapyramidal" motor system. The function of the pyramidal tracts comes under critical scrutiny. It is concluded that the "pyramidal tract syndrome" of classical neurology is a misnomer, since isolated pyramidal tract lesions do not produce the spasticity or the marked interference with skilled movements seen in that syndrome. Current controversies are discussed critically, and these discussions make the book much more than a dry compendium of anatomical knowledge. This volume is a must for all serious students of clinical neurology. New York, McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1969. viii, 629 pp. The book is a well-written, overly simplified presentation of the basic tenets of neuropathology offered with an emphasis on clinico-pathologic correlations, clearly reflecting the background of the authors, who are neurologists. As the authors honestly state in their preface, "this book has been written as a preliminary guide," and is an outgrowth of the course in neuropathology for the undergraduate medical students at Harvard for whom the book probably represents an adjunct to that course. Very little of any controversial nature is considered, and all matters are handled in a most authoritative manner. So much so that the authors have disdained the need for any references, of which there are none. The introduction of new terms, not new concepts, to explain certain pathologic changes is presumptuous. The term fibrocytosis, which they use in describing the proliferation of fibroblasts and the subsequent laying down of collagen (fibrosis), is unwarranted and unnecessary.
Notwithstanding its good features-the clarity of the writing and the general excellence of the illustrations-I would not recommend this book
